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The perfect 
spot for a 
proposal…
The newly opened Relais de 
ChamboRd is The mosT RomanTiC  
of sTays, says Holly Rubenstein

 I
n the heart of France’s Loire Valley, 
the sun is setting over the 
magnificent Château de Chambord, 
turning its lavish cream turrets a 
soft shade of pink. I’m sitting on  

the terrace of the newly opened  
Relais de Chambord hotel, just 50 
yards from the foot of the castle with 
a glass of local rosé in hand. As a 
gentle mist begins to rise from 
the pristine lawns, I’m 
transported to a land of 
fairy tales.

 I’m far from being  
the first person to 
succumb to this magic. 
Chambord’s majestic 
towers, spires, and 
chimneys – built by King 
Francis I, with rumoured 
input from Leonardo da 
Vinci – inspired the 
Beauty And The Beast 
castle in both of Disney’s 
movies. And just last month, 
supermodel Kendall Jenner took to 
social media posing in front of the 
château while riding a horse, 
captioning the shot ‘Dreaming’.

 Relais de Chambord is the first 
luxury hotel to open in the castle’s 
Unesco-protected grounds. It’s a 
stylish escape, with a boutique  
feel, separated from the crowds  

by a bridge crossing the peaceful 
Cosson river. 

The hotel has a small spa offering 
treatments, along with a hammam, 
sauna and hot tub. There’s also 
a smart billiards room that opens 
on to a pretty internal patio. 

However, its pièce de résistance is 
the terrace, which faces on to the 

castle and spans both the bar 
and restaurant Le Grand 

Saint Michel (mains from 
£20). The meals, which 
include roast almond 
trout and lamb cooked 
for seven hours, 
showcases local 
ingredients and 
specialities in a way that 

is casual in style but fine 
dining in quality.

 The chateau is one of 
France’s most popular 
tourist destinations  

and after they go home, the hotel’s 
residents have the palatial 
surroundings all to themselves. 

It provides free bikes for the guests, 
along with dinky electric boats 
available to hire (£14 for 30 minutes).  
I potter along the river, surrounded by 
wildfowl, taking in the uninterrupted 
regal vistas, spotting local red deer 
and wild boar. 

The room: It’s all about the views here, 
and the spacious Chambord Suites 
(from £250 per night, including 
breakfast) are fit for royalty, presiding 
over the castle and its grounds. I stay 
in a Superior Room (from £170 per 
night, including breakfast) the more 
affordable of the six grades. With 
floor-to-ceiling windows that open up 
on to the river, what it lacks in size it 
makes up for in both light and 
comfort. Each room centres around an 
individual wall mural, detailing a 
specific element of the chateau.

The tribe: This is the perfect couples 
retreat. It’s incredibly romantic and 
would be the ideal spot for a proposal, 
or honeymoon. This is also a magical 
place to bring young children. I watch  
a trio of immaculate French kids 
mesmerised by the surroundings, 
playing princesses and pirates  
among the rhododendrons and they 
couldn’t have been happier. 
 
The local vibe: Chambord is the largest 
chateau in the Loire Valley, with 
grounds the size of central Paris, 

endless walks, cycle trails and tours  
of the castle itself. But it’s definitely 
worth venturing nearby to beautiful 
Château de Cheverny (as featured in 
the Tintin books), and if you’re a wine 
buff, the area is home to some of 
France’s most celebrated vineyards.

When it comes to food, you can eat 
like a prince. The area is home to 
several Michelin-starred restaurants 
including La Maison d’à Côté 
(lamaisondacote.fr), where a seven-
course tasting menu is £94. 
 relaisdechambord.com

 Fine dining: Restaurant   
 Le Grand Saint Michel 

Inspiring: The magnificent 
Château de Chambord  
in France’s Loire Valley
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Cornwall
Combine a beach break with a castle 
setting on Cornwall’s exotic-sounding 
Praa Sands. The top two floors of Acton 
Castle (right), built in 1775 by a marine 
biologist as a gentleman’s retreat, have 
been transformed into The Tower 
apartment, offering parquet flooring, 
subtle tones and glorious sea views.

From £875 per week, sleeps  
eight, beachretreats.co.uk

more Castle breaks

Horsing around: An Instagram of Kendall Jenner riding in 
front of the château, above, and a Chambord Suite, below

windsor
Have a good old nosy around the same 
castle where Prince Harry and Meghan 
got married. The private evening tour, 
which includes a night in the next door 
14th-century Harte And Garter Hotel 
(right), focuses on Windsor Castle’s 
opulent state apartments and finishes 
with a glass of champagne.

From £165 per person (from October  
due to high demand), superbreak.com

warwiCk
From Saturday, a new glamping site will 
open in the grounds of Warwick Castle. 
The six King’s Luxury tents are each 
home to a four-poster bed with stained-
glass headboards, two single beds, 
sheepskin rugs, a chessboard and that 
glamping essential: a pair of thrones.

From £352 per night for  
two adults and two children,  

warwick-castle.com/knights-village

Returns from 
London to Paris on 
Eurostar start at 
£29, eurostar.com. 
Car hire starts  
at £14 per day, 
autoeurope.co.uk

getting
there


